











GUIDING PLANS

In recent years, government agencies and
private non-profit groups have prepared
visionary plans to promote the creation of
greenways in the Chicago region. The
most comprehensive of these is the
Northeastern Illinois Regional Greenways
Plan, developed jointly by the
Northeastern Illinois Planning
Commission and the Openlands Project,
which proposes a 1,600-mile network of
greenways. Many Chicago open spaces,
such as the boulevard system with its
associated parks and Lake Michigan
shoreline parks, are critical elements of
Additional

greenway improvements need to be made

the regional network.

in order to improve this region-wide
network, especially along the rivers and
canals which cross City of Chicago
boundaries, along the Lake Michigan
shoreline, connection to the Illinois Prairie
Path system, and linkage to the proposed
Grand Illinois Trail.

Other significant plans include Life Along
the Boulevards, prepared by the Chicago
Department of  Planning and
Development; the Chicago River Urban
Design Guidelines: Downtown Corridor,
prepared jointly by the Friends of the
Chicago River and the Department of
Planning and Development, and adopted
by the Chicago Plan Commission; the
North Branch Riverwalk Concept Plan,
prepared by the Friends of the Chicago
River, the North River Commission and
the Albany Park Planning Committee; and

the Land Acquisition Plan of the Forest
Preserve District of Cook County.

In addition, Friends of the Chicago River
and the National Park Service are under-
taking a national demonstration project,
focusing on the Chicago River. The goal
of the project is to develop new
approaches to river protection and
restoration, involving citizens, govern-
ment, business and community leaders.’?

Inland Waterways Development Plan.
The City of Chicago Department of
Planning and Development is preparing
the Chicago River Corridor Development
Plan and Design Guidelines. The intent
of the plan is to enhance the environ-
mental and aesthetic quality of the inland
waterways and provide for public access
while also promoting economic develop-
ment. The plan will establish a
framework for developing a continuous
greenway corridor along the entire
waterway system. The plan builds upon
the principles of the Chicago River Urban
Design Guidelines: Downtown Corridor.

The Chicago River Corridor Development
Plan and Design Guidelines will include
the results of detailed surveys of the
existing physical characteristics and future
development potential along the entire
waterway system. The Plan will identify
specific opportunities for public agencies,
such as the Forest Preserve District of
Cook County and the Chicago Park
District, to acquire or lease land for open
space and greenways. In addition, the

plan will provide a framework for



expanding the greenway system on private
land through the use of conservation
easements or donations to a land trust,
such as NeighborSpace. The Plan will guide
public review and approval of all develop-
ment proposals along the inland waterways,
in accordance with the Waterway Planned
Development Ordinance of 1992.

In 1997, the Chicago Department of
Transportation completed inventory of
approximately 30 potential off-street
bicycle trails, including rails-to-trails and
other greenways. The Bicycle Facilities
Development Plan will identify potential
off-street bicycle paths throughout
Chicago, leading to an citywide network
of connected off-street bicycle paths. This
network will enable bicyclists and other
trail users travel uninterrupted and safely
for miles.

With proper design and safety considera-
tions, some active railroad corridors can
also accommodate adjacent multi-use
trails that can be improved with park
amenities. One such project in the
Chicago area is the Green Bay Trail,
which runs parallel to Metra’s North Line
on the Chicago and Northwestern Railway
to Waukegan and Kenosha, Wisconsin.
This is less common in Chicago, where
rails are often on narrow embankments.
However, the Bicycle Facilities Development
Plan recommends further study of such
facilities along six corridors.




KEY OBJECTIVES AND
OPEN SPACE POLICIES

1. Create greenways within the City
of Chicago that link to the
regional greenway system.

* Develop a unified system of pedestrian
and bicycle trails, park, recreational
facilities, and protected natural areas
along or adjacent to Chicago’s inland
waterways.

* Require new development to locate 30
to 50 feet back from the top of the
river bank for open space and/or
public access.

* Acquire through lease or easement
river edge property owned by the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation
District for park and open space
development.

e Create greenways along utility
easements, active and abandoned
railways, and other transportation
corridors and private property
through purchase, lease or easement
to fill missing gaps in the greenway
system whenever it becomes available.

e Link Chicago’s open spaces to
regional greenways, forest preserves
and nature centers.

2.

Develop greenways that enhance
and protect existing natural and
cultural resources.

Preserve and protect important
natural features along greenways,
including vegetation, riverbanks and
wildlife habitat.

Preserve and enhance cultural and
historic features located along
greenways.

Protect scenic views along greenways.

Extend and improve Chicago’s
landscaped boulevards.

Restore the existing boulevard system
with new landscaping and amenities
for pedestrians and bicyclists, consis-
tent with the boulevards’ historic
character.

Where appropriate, acquire vacant land
along the boulevard for open space.

Extend the boulevard system, where
possible, and create connections to

‘other major parks and open spaces.

Establish cooperative approaches
to develop and manage Chicago
greenways.

Encourage intergovernmental agree-
ments to acquire land and easements
for greenway development and
management.

Promote participation by adjacent
landowners, neighbors and businesses
to develop and maintain greenways.



PROJECTS

The following are the specific projects

which the Greenways Task Force

endorsed as a framework for expanding

the regional greenways system throughout
the city:

Extend the North Branch Riverwalk
through LaBagh Woods and Caldwell
Woods, to connect with the North
Branch Trail, the Skokie Lagoons, the
Chicago Botanic Garden in Glencoe,
and other forest preserves in northern
Cook County.

Complete the North Shore Channel
Greenway through Lincolnwood and
Fvanston, to connect with the Green
Bay Trail and the North Shore
suburbs.

Develop the South Branch Greenway
with connections to the Downtown
Riverwalk on the north, to the
Centennial Trail and the forest
preserves in western and southwestern
Cook County, and to the Illinois &
Michigan Historic Canal Corridor,
extending to LaSalle-Peru.

Develop the Conrail Bikeway between
Dan Ryan Woods and the Calumet
Sag Channel to connect with the forest
preserves in southern Cook County,
including Whistler Woods, Calumet
Woods, and Kickapoo Woods.

Extend the Conrail greenway north to
link to Garfield Boulevard.

Develop the Burnham Greenway
along an inactive Conrail line in
southeast Chicago/Cook County to
create an 11-mile greenway linking

Calumet Park on the lakefront to
forest preserves and nature centers,
including Eggers Grove, Wolf Lake,
Powderhorn Lake Preserve, Burnham
Woods and Sand Ridge Nature
Preserves.

Develop greenways along and linkages
between Lake Calumet and the
Calumet rivers, including the Indian
Creek Greenway.
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MODEL PROJECTS

Ronan Park Gateway is located along the
west bank of the North Shore Channel of
the Chicago River between Lawrence
Avenue and Ainslie Street. In 1990 the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District
(MWRD) leased land and provided a
$500,000 grant to the Chicago Park
District to develop a 3.5-acre park
adjacent Ronan Park. The Park District
provided an additional $500,000 for the
park. The Ronan Park Gateway was
compieted in 1996. Paths developed at the
river edge and street level create connec-
tions to schools, parks, and adjacent
neighborhoods and commercial areas,
making the river a focal point for the
community.

The 11-mile Burnham Greenway will be
developed in 1998 on an abandoned
Conrail right-of-way and will connect
many of the recreational, wetlands and
natural areas in southeast Chicago and
Cook County. The Burnham Greenway is
a joint project of the Chicago Park
District, Forest Preserve District of Cook
County, Illinois Department of Natural
Resources, Calumet Memorial Park
District, = Lan-Oak  Park  District
Management of the Burnham Greenway
will be coordinated to ensure compatible

trail design, signage and habitat restoration.

The Burnham Greenway Connector is a
vital link between the 22-mile Lakefront
bike route and the Burnham Greenway.
The connector will extend from 100th
Street to 104th Street along Indianapolis
Boulevard. A bicycle path will be built on

a strip of City-owned property located
between Indianapolis Boulevard and the
Chicago Skyway.

Chicago’s Historic Boulevards are getting
much-needed attention. In 1996, as part
of the system-wide image enhancement,
new signs were located on approximately
every fifth light pole along the entire 28-
mile boulevard system. Information
kiosks were located in parks and squares
intersecting the boulevard, and three
monument markers were placed at signif-
icant turns in the system. Kiosks
highlighting local history were placed
along Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive from
24th to 35th Streets, the Gateway to the
Black Metropolis. The Metropolitan Pier
and Exposition Authority provided funds
for the Gateway project.





